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“The wise don't just read their Bible; they let their Bible read them.”

INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY METHOD
1. Consider the Context

¢ Who is writing or speaking and to whom?

* What is the passage about?

¢ When does this take place?

¢ Where does this take place?

* Why does the author write what he does?

* What problems were the recipients facing? How does the text help?

* How does this passage fit in with the context? (What goes before and after?)

2. Observe the passage by asking questions

* What are the commands?

¢ What are the promises?

* What are the cause/effect relationships?

¢ What are the repeated words and ideas?

* What do I learn about God?

* What do I learn about Jesus?

¢ What do I learn about the Holy Spirit?

¢ What do I learn about myself (or mankind)?

* Write out any additional observations including contrasts, lists, comparisons,
etc.

3. What is the ‘big idea’ of the passage?

This can most readily be identified from the commands and the repeated words
and ideas. Often there will be one instruction in the passage from which the rest
flows. Try to sum up the main thought of the passage in a single phrase. What's the
key verse?

4. Application

2 Timothy 3:16: "All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for ..."
¢ Teaching: What did I learn?
* Reproof: Where do I fall short? Why do I fall short?
e Correction: What will I do about it?
¢ Training in righteousness: How can [ make this principle a consistent part of
my life?

(Adapted from http://www.godsquad.com/discipleship/inductive.nhtm from Campus Crusade for Christ)
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Psalm 119:130 (AMP)

The entrance and unfolding of Your words give light’ their unfolding gives
understanding (discernment and comprehension) to the simple.

Dear Church

[ am confident that one of the greatest gifts we, as a church, can give people is biblical
literacy. God's Word, after all, is our sword, our Rock and our daily bread!

Sadly, schools don't tend to read from the Bible in assembly anymore. Many families
never open their scriptures together. So, the danger is that we produce a generation
who don't really know or understand their Bibles.

What can we do to put that right? Well, we can make a commitment to read our Bibles
together, in a strategic and systematic manner. This Bible Reading Plan is intended to
facilitate that, and my hope is that many, if not all of us, will embark upon this project
together.

Not only that, but in 2018, we are going to teach our way through several of the major
books of the New Testament. Besides giving a fabulous overview, this will help you
with study techniques, reinforce repeated themes, as well as enriching your theology. I
am pleased to report that our children and young people are going to be taking the
same journey in their Sunday morning groups.

So, I do hope you'll come on the journey with us. On the back of this booklet are some
ideas to help you get the most out of your reading. Our prayer is that it feeds you,
inspires you and greatly enhances your walk with the Lord.

Happy reading!
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